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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) tj_ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-7 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 25 May 2006 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Regarding claims 2 and 3, the word "means" is preceded by the word(s) 
"timing belt" in an attempt to use a "means" clause to recite a claim element as a 
means for performing a specified function. However, since no function is 
specified by the word(s) preceding "means," it is impossible to determine the 
equivalents of the element, as required by 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph. See 
Ex parte Klumb, 159 USPQ 694 (Bd. App. 1967). 

4. Claims 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite in that it fails to point out what is included or excluded by the 
claim language. This claim is an omnibus type claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 
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6. Claims 1-7, as well as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Amstad (USP 4,068,574) in view of Amstad (USP 
4,258,069). Amstad '574 discloses a drive mechanism for food 
handling/processing equipment having a generally horizontal oriented rotating 
barrel 4, a plurality of shafts 7 aligned with their longitudinal axes parallel to the 
longitudinal axis of the barrel 4, a drive mechanism including a single motor 37 to 
drive V belt 34 and belt slave 40, wherein each shaft 7 having a pair of pulleys 
33, the first of which is driven by the V belt 34 and the second of which is linked 
by the timing belt 40 (note Fig. 1-3, col. 2, line 3 to col. 3, line 5, col. 5, lines 53- 
57). Amstad '574 does not expressly disclose that a toothed timing belt slave 40. 
Amstad '069 discloses a drive mechanism for food handling/process equipment 
having a motor to drive a toothed timing belt 57 (note Fig. 2 and 6, col. 5, line 65 
to col. 6, line 11). The substitution of one known element (timing belt) for another 
(toothed timing belt) would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention since the substitution of the timing belt shown in Amstad 
'069 would have yield predictable results, namely, a power transmission of the 
shaft in Amstad '574 to ensure non slip and constant speed. KSR International 
Co. v. Teleflex Inc., 82 USPQ2d 1385 (2007). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Dung Van Nguyen whose telephone number 
is 571-272-4490. The examiner can normally be reached on PHP Program. 

9. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Joseph J. Hail can be reached on 571-272-4485. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

10. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Dung Van Nguyen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3723 



